United Religious Military and Masonic Orders of the Temple

and of St. John of Jerusalem, Palestine, Rhodes and Malta
of England and Wales and its Provinces Overseas

Explanation given by V. Em. Knight C.G. Pagett, P.Gt.Registrar
and
Eulogy given by Em. Knight M.B. Simpson, P.Gt. Herald

on the occassion of the 451st. meeting of the
Richard de Vernon Preceptory, No.52
Being the 150th. Anniversary of the Consecration of thc Preceptorv.



Richard de Vernon Preceptory, No.52
Prologue

Page 13 of the Centenary Booklet.

Original Conclaves of the Founders.

Henry Charles Vernon Gentleman
Hilton Hall, Shareshill, Nr. Wolverhampton
Installed a Knight Companion in the Beauceant En-ampmecont No.35
(Now Howe - Beauceant Encampment / Preceptory, No0.67)
Ballotted 17th. May, 1850. Installed 11th. July, 1¢51.
(One of 14 candidates elected on 17th. May, 1850, when
the Encampment was consecrated)
Resigned 18th. February, 1853.

Godefroi de Bouillon Encampment N».4. | Staffaidshire.
Consecrated 14th. October, 1352, vy Sir Kf. Cal. George
Augustus Vernon (His bloo: brether, whe wes Grand
Commander of Staffords’n 2).

First Eminent Commi=aaor on its coszcration.

Provincial Grand Maste: of Worcectershire by Patent dated
17th. June, 185° Ceas d 18.6
Provincial Gran« Cornman-er, \'orcestershire, 10th. June, 1857.

Charles John Vigiic
Installea a Kr.ght Con pai.ion in the Holy Cross Encampment
Nc o0 Corylon. varset  (Subsequently Axminster then
Piy~outh) 18<4-1893 when erased
Became Provin .ial Grand Commander, Dorset, 1855.

Wilh.am Masefie Draper/Gentleman Dudley
Membe : of Harmonic Lodge, No.313 (Now 252) Worcestershire
Instap_4 11 the Cross of Christ Encampment No.20, London.
(Now Preceptory of St. George No.6, London). 18th. June 1847.
~mnent Commander of Beauceant Encampment No.35
5'a. May, 1857.

Themas James Agent, Walsall
Installed a Knight Companion in the Cross of Christ Encampment
No.20 , London, 21st. September, 1949
First Eminent Commander of Richard de Vernon Encampment,
No.52 10th. June, 1857.
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Original Conclaves of the Founders (Cantinued)

John Orme Brettell (Brettelle) Dudley

Installed a Knight Companion in the Cross of Christ Encampment
No.20 (Now Preceptory of St. George, No.6 London)
18th. June, 1847.

Founder of Beauceant Encampment, No.35, 17th. May1850

John Aston Ironmaster Dudley

Installed a Knight Companion in the Beauceant "=ncarroment N2.25
17th. May, 1850.

William Howells Tipon

Installed a Knight Companion in the P2au~eant Encamprient, No.35,
17th. December, 1856.

Thomas Richard Cooper Surgzca Oldhuv

Member of Harrnonic R..*.C. 213 (Now 252)
Installed a Knight Companizn in the 8eauceant Encampment No.35
9th. February, 1255

John Jeffs Confecuoner Hall Street, Dudley.

N.B.

A ComoezaiLn, was ob rxated as a serving Companion on
10th. lune, 1857, and vvas subsequently appointed Equerry.

' should be noted .nat Richard de Vernon Encampment, No.52 was
cuasecrate immediately prior to the Installation of Henry Charles
Vernon as £ -ovincial Grand Commander (Provincial Prior), and the
appoimunent and investiture of the Provincial Officers.

/Sce Appendix A )
A lI'the Knight Companions at this time bore the titles of SIR KNIGHT

The nomenclature of titles was altered on 25th. April, 1873 to :-

Encampment Preceptory
Eminent Commander Eminent Preceptor
1st. Captain Constable

Expert Marshall

At the Consecration Meeting the Expert (Marshall) should be sbown as
Sir Knight Frederick DEE, who was installed in the Encampment of
the Cross of Christ, No.20, London  21st. September, 1849
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Richard de Vernon Preceptory, No.52.

Page 23.

A Knight Templar Tracing Board was presented to the Preceptory by Ti.=»
V. Emt. Provincial Sub-Prior, Sir Knight Abraham Green, on the 711.
February, 1894. Neither the tracing Board or the explanation "=
survived.

Subsequent research has found three K.T. Tracing Boc :ds. fiam other
sources, of varying styles/designs, but which type was L esented must
remain a mystery.

Page 24.

The Preceptory Logo first appeared or {:& s ummons of 1\xe Golden Jubilee
meeting in 1907. This subsequently foimed the Las:s of the Preceptory
Banner, some 139 years after th: onsecratic> ¢f*he Preceptory.

Source of Material :-

Beauceant Encampment Mo.35, { Wintte Book, 1850-1890
Howe- Beauccai it F -eceptorv2.67, Review, 1850-1911

Origin anu Pingi zss of th2 Pi=ceptory of St. George, No.6 ,1795-1895
By C Fitzgeiuld Matiz:

A H'swry of the Province of Staffordshire and Shropshire, 1849-1999.
By R. E'n. i< lan Moxon, Provincial Prior.

Grand € ipenintendants in and over the Province of Staffordshire
Cv =. Comp. Ronald A. Stevens, Grand Superintendent 1980-1985.

Many hours of enquiries, correspondance,telephpne calls and patience.

¢ CGP/June, 2007



Richard de Vernon Preceptory, No.52

An Explanation of the Preceptory Banner

To describe the symbols and significations of the details depicted within the tin.z o ing
allowed would not do justice to such an important item :- so of necessily 4 is will
be a very short version of the result of the researches necessary to havu a xeaningfi.
result.

First I must acknowledge the assistance given by Em. Kt. G.S./nzell and Fm K. E ). Bate.

The Encampment name, and I make no excuse for using the ariginal title, was that of
Richard de Vernon Encampment, who took part in :1e rhird Cruszde under Richard the
Lionheart. The title is clearly shown on the warr.nt

There is no recorded minute of the choice of rave, but the "de Vernon" family, whose family
seat was Haddon Hall, Bakewell, Derkyvshi . scems to "1a* e been an obvious choice.

( See Appendix B)

In the mid 1800, the Vernon family 1ome= was then at I ilton Park, Shareshill, Near
Wolverhampton, were heavil’ invoived in mesunic affairs.

Sir Kt. Colonel Geuige .\ugustus Vernon
A member o1 th> C.oss of Cl rist Sncampment No. 20.
( Now Su:‘veorges Precootory No.6, London )
Was Grand “uperinterdar® of Staffordshire  1853-1864
Pro -incial Grand Mas’er of Staffordshire
ar s the first Provincial Grand Commander of
Staffordstize 1849-1864

his Flood Lrodser. Henry Charles Vernon
was ivstal.cd a Knight Companion in the Beauceant Encampment No.35.
(Mov: tiie Howe- Beauceant Preceptory No.67)
Ono o/ fourteen candidates at the Consecration, on 17th. May, 1850
Fcunder and first Eminent Commander of Godefroi de Bouillon
zncampment No.42, 1853
Deputy Provincial Grand Master, Staffordshire  1853-1866
Ultimately becoming the first Provincial Grand Commander,
Worcestershire, 1857, following the consec. ration of
No.52 until 1866.

( See Appendix E )



The central portion or design depicted on the banner also has its origin veiled in allegory.

The design (Logo) surfaced at the Golden Jubilee meeting in 1907. Once again there is
no recorded minute, but the design has been in use continuously since that date, and is
the basis of the banner design produced some 135 years after the consecration.

Research shows that Em. Kt. E.J. Chambers and a member of Harmonic Lodge, N~ 252,
visited Pennsylvania, USA, in 1902, and on his return to the U.K. he deposii~d various
books, photographs, papers and medals with the Library and Museum '.: Wor.ester
Masonic Hall. And there will be found a medal struck by the Mar, Cowmaandery, ¥o.24,
to commemorate a Pilgrimage to San Francisco in 1883
(See Appendix C)

This is described :-
A cross with ornamental limbs, bearing in the ccn're 2 ccowned shield, quartered
with Masonic Emblems, and charged in the cenire vith an irre<iate cross.
The limbs of the cross have a mongram M.C., Uelow 1869. a.d a. the sides
small banners ( 35mm in size )

The design appears ot have been "borrowud" trom our Ai-erizan Knights, of No.36,
and has been used from 1907, up t: 2a- Golden Jutiic: year, 1952.
(See Appendix D )

This is now described:-

The number 52 | a: reg istered or tii> roll of the Great Priory of England and Wales)
over

A crown of ko
The side banners bear the ‘e uceant' and 'Christian Cross' which were carried into
battle v ecur ancient breieren.

The :nien! is quarterec with Masonic symbols depicting the progress required:-
Craft - Poyal Arch- Pate Cross (K.T.) - Pascal Lamb (Malta)

[ the sentre <y “rrediated cross depicting the seven wounds of Christ.

‘The whole is g ar.anded with Laurel leaves.

Below 7+h. May 1857 ( the date of consecration)



Sir Knights of the Richard de Vernon Encampment

Up-standing

Draw Swords

In olden days the Banner or Flag was always the rallviag point for che
members of a particular unit. Around it they gathored, under
they fought, and to keep it flying and to keen ivin safety, they were
prepared to give their lives. It was symbzlical to ther of 1l that

was best of honour and virtue, of chivalry, 'oyalty. ana courage.
As it was raised above them, it stood {or all these things.

This banner represents our Encaiprient, and !l <nat it stands for.
Sir Knights ~ We willcalute the Danner, with three, taking the time
{rom me

Sir Knights . . Return sweic:

Be seate(.

Eminent Cominander- That is my explanation of the Encampment Banner.



Richard de Vernon Encampment, No.52

Officers appointed at the first Provincial Grand Conclave, Worcestershire,

10th. June, 1857.

Appendix A
V. W. Sir Knight
Albert Hudson Royds Deputy Grand Commander
Sir Knights
John Orme Brettell Ist. Captain of T ines
John Aston 2nd Captain ot _incs
V" Alexander George Davies Prelate o
Matthew Dennison Registrar
William Masefield Treasur =
William Howells" Eapert
Frederick A. Edwzcas. 1st. Stan'ard Bearer
Henry Tevis 2nd. St ndiwd Bearer
James A. S>ipton 'idede Camp
Thomas Richa. 4 Cooper  (Cuptain of Lines
Dudley Parson. 1st. Herald
David Pezcoc” . 2nd. Herald

Coupanion, Serving Brother

Jan es Jeffs

Equerry

Bunkes

Ironmaster,
Netherton,Dudley.

o Clerk, Dudley.

Chemist, Dudley.
Draper
(Gentleman) Dudley.
Merchant, Tipton.
Surgeon, Walsall.
Merchant,
Wolverhampton.

Surgeon, Oldbury.

Surveyor,
Horseley Heath, Tipton.

Confectioner, Hall Street
Dudley



Richard de Vernon Preceptory , No.52
Appendix B.
The Family Tree of the "de Vernon" Family

‘Avenell of Haddon'
{living 1103-1114)
William Avenell [+ Avice
(living 1114-1150) |

William Avenell 1l — Hawise Waard
(dnoga) !

Sir Richard de Vernon | —Avice Avenell, daughter and eheir of .¢ih ™ Avenell
(dci2ig) | ~

e
Sir William de Vernon |- Margaret, daughter and ~.>ss f 5. Rabert de Ste _<port
(cndrci242) | )

-
Sir Richard de Vernon 1l —Helewise, daughter of Sir Richard de Gemon _ Robert de Vernon -Hawi. = d< Brailsford
{died without issue before 1270)

= &= |

Sir Gilbert le Franceys—+ Hawise de Vern. >

Sir Richard le Franceys / de Vernon lll —Isabe', <aug. ‘er of Sir Michael de Harcla
es (\252{1329)'

Sir Richard de \'lemon IV — wiatilu Y, daughter and _. eiress of William de Camwville
{da323) |

i
Sir William de Verno. 'l +)can
(Bagizbein = x50

Sir Richare dr V. =100 ¥ -I-)uliana, iste” and neiress of Sir Fulk de Pembrugge of Tong Castle
{--376)

Sir Richr vd d= Yeinon VI Jol an~ 2. dzughter of Sir Rhys ap Griffith and heiress of Roger de Stackpole

(1367-1400)
Sir (lickard ue Vernen Vil +Be dicta, daughter of Sir john de Ludlow of Hodnet
( Vemnon always flourishes ) ,(ﬁ‘*_“)_,'
A Boar’s head, erased, Sa, Ducally gorged Sir William <= 1y - Margaret, daughter of William Swsynfen and heiress of Sir Robert Pype
and bristled, Or. (in8iac7)
Sh Henry Vernon -t Lady Ann Talbot, daughter of 2nd Earl Shrewsbury
(144111515)
Sir Richar. de "lernon VIl Margaret, daughter, Sir Robert Dymok
(€1485-1517) |
Sir George Vernon = Margaret, daughter. Sir George Tallboys
{1514/51565) |

Sir John Manners+ Doroth); Vernon
2nd son of 15t Earl of Rutland (d.6m) | (d.1582)

Sir Georga Manners + Grace, daughter, Sir Henry Pierpaint
(d.1623) }

John Wianners — Frances, daughter of Lord i
8th Earl of Rutland (d.1670) | RN

3 John, oth Earl o?Ruﬂand—Catherine, d f Vi i
Pour y » ~rvenir = Duke of Ruttand & Marquté of Croty ' sughter of Viscouni Campden

~ John, 2nd Duke of Rut!zndTCatherine. daughier of Lord William Russell
{d.i723) |
s 1o 0 Ngishy) John, 3rd(dDuk?T Bridget, daughter of Lord Lexington
L L1779
On a chapeau. Gu, v ed up piag: 3
S & it peide, piE. Johin, iarquis of Gdlﬁ;;lg-r Frances, daughter of the Duke of Somerset

Charles, ath Duke— Mary Isabella, daughter of the Duke of Beaufort
(d1787) ’ ’

John Henry, 5th Duke T Elizabeth, daughter of the Earl of Carlsle
(dssy) |

Charles, 6th Duke  John, 7th Duke—Catherine, da f Col. -
h et John ﬁ(d.lgoﬁg erine, daughter of Col. George Marlzy

Henry John, Sth DukerViolet, daughter of Col. Honourable C H Lindsay
(dagzs) |

Robert Charles John, Lord Haddon  John Henry, lgth Duke -+ Kathleen, daughter of Francis John Tennzn:
d.1894) (dagzs)

Charles john Henry, 1oﬂ1¢Dulce Frances, daughter of Charles Francis Sweere;
1d.1999)

David Charles Robert, 11th Duke Lord Edwand.]ohn Francis Vianners




Richard de Vernon Preceptory, No.52

The Vernon Family Coat of Arms

"Vernon Semper Vire"

( Vernon always flourishes)



Richard de Vernon Preceptory , No.52

Appendix C

The Preceptory Logo

W. Brother E.J. Chambers of Harmonic Lodge, No.252 and a me vbei o the
Preceptory made a business trip to America in 1904.

On his return to the United Kingdom , on 6th. September, 1%94 he gave a1
interesting narrative of his visit to the Masonic Temple 2t Philac :lpi.ia and
at the same time presented to the Lodge (No.252, se veral books,

photographs and medals.
(see page 46 of the Centenary Festival Souvenir)

A medal commemorating a Pilgrimage € tt,> Mary Commandery No.36 in 1883
to San Francisco is to be found ir t.2 American Seotivi of the Worcestershire
Library and Museum collectior ol medals and je\els No.857.

This medal is described:-

A cross with ornan.=ntal limbs, bearing in the centre a crowned shield,
quartered wit>Muosonic Einblems,. and charged in the centre with an
irradiatec c.oss The lim)s ¢ € the cross have a monogram M C,
below 584 and at the tiacs small banners. 35mm in size.



Richard de Vernon Preceptory, N0.52

( See Appendix D)

Picture of the Mary Commandery No.36.
Knights Templar Philadelphia Summons
dated May 13th. 1886.



Richard de Vernon Preceptory, No.52.

Appendix E

Sir Knight Henry Charles Vernon

First Provincial Grand Commander
10th. June 1857 to 1886

>4enry Charles Vernon

Miniature, Collection of the
V.rnons of Hilton, Keevil Manor, Wiltshire.
Photograph: Cherry Ann Knott

Sir Knight Colonel George Augustus Vernon

First Provincial Grand Commander Staffordshire
1849-1864

Colonel George Augustus Vernon




Sir Knight Wi'iiaiaKenwr ght Tiarvey
Wearing Kright Templar Pegalia of the day ( ¢ 1860)

The ba1g= 's describe .

A wiiite kid skin, aboat 13 1/2 inches long and 15 1/2
‘r,ches broad, witha order of black silk watered ribbon,
the 7ibbon to be 4 1uches broad.

L1 the cents= ¢ the badge a Red Cross Patée, in velvet
or embruidery. A belt of black silk velvet, five inches
broai 1. frunt, and three inches broad behind, is to be
warn otached to the badge. The belt to have on the
ont the emblems of Mortality in a triangle.

Sash or Baldric (Not shown)
A silk watered ribbon, four inches wide, worn over
the right shoulder, with a black silk fringe.

Sword.

The sword when worn by Knights is to be suspended
by the sash or baldric The guard of the sword to be
two isosceles triangles, the handle , black, and an
oval pommel.



Richard de Vernon Preceptory, No.52

Eulogy - with a mainly spiritual theme

Brother Knights,

I felt greatly honoured to be asked by ovi Ertinent Peeveptor to
address you on what is undoubtedly 2n historic eccasion.
Enquiring as to my brief, I was tcl4 18was to bea culogy with a
mainly spiritual theme.  This pesed the giestion---- of whom or
what was it to be in praise? ( Was it tobe more of an oration--- a
formal address or harangné of a ceramoiiial kind--- or & homily, a
tedious moralising discourse.

The answer was—- v.ake it v/hat you will, as long it is spiritual,
as, like Pontius Pilate,---"* What I have written I have written”--It is
already priniea on the cummons.

Well Brosi hights--we arc met in celebration but surely also in
thanksgiving f0r tiie great privilege of being successors in
pug.image (0 the many knights who have populated this preceptory
over the lasi hundred and fifty years----- and how appropriate are

”We remember with thankfulness before God our founders and
benefactors, who laid their foundations in fidelity and built their
walls in uprightness --- and those who have supported them by
their constancy and enriched them by their service.



A pause in progress always suggests an ending and it was T. S.
Elliot who said “To end a journey is to arrive back at the
beginning”.

The early days of the preceptory bore a variety of different names
‘of officers, as did the order and there are many Knights present,
who were admitted to “The United Religious and Military Orders™
and upon their certificate from Great Priory nowhere does the vord
Masonic appear.

In the 1970s’ however, to some surprise, this was changad=—=ana
how rightly so, for one has only to visit that all kn)wing modemn
gazette -the internet ,to see the numerous groups,.on botli sides of
the Atlantic, asserting themselves as knighis' 1oniplar, »ho strive to
connect with the mediaeval but have no_concern with spiritual
warfare.

Whatever our ancient heritage, we tightly acknowledge our
Masonic roots and the path ol progressive vniightenment by which
we came to knighthood in this wonder Ul Christian Order.

Qur ceremonies reai'y. do spell ¢ “The Christian Life in Action”,
with the challenging 1njunctions, of Saint Peters 1% Epistle General
and Saint Panl writing to tno Christian Community at Ephesus.

How sigriticant it is byt Knights that in the arming of our brethren
, there is »o hing ot the back--- that is , -- nothing to defend those
who turn back in Christian Warfare---and to the Christian armed
forfefencein hattle, the apostle recommends only one WEAPON
OF ATTACK--but it is enough ---the SWORD of THE SPIRIT,
which is -~THE WORD OF GOD.



Banners have a significant place in our preceptories,. From the
Ancient Order the VEXILUM BELLI ( or STANDARD of WAR)
And the BEAUCEANT, which spelt darkness and destruction to
the INFIDEL and light , peace and protection to the Faithfiil ..

But I suggest to you Bro Knights that we carry another banser

Not the preceptory banner , which has been so lucidly explaireg to
us this evening.

Not the escutcheon of our Patron in Arms --the NOBLE
RICHARD

Nor the proud boast of Heraldic Seize Quaitieir of the latter day
Vernons.

But ---unseen, like light itself,---A SPTRITUAL. BANNER of
LIGHT, arich tapestry, in whick are"woven'the glittering threads of
the many knights whose worll and witmess contributed so much to
the progress of this precen’orv over: 159 vears.

As latter day knighte ho'w can vie Jo other than, as the motto
“LUCEM ACCIPE e EFFEEL ” suggests “ RECEIVE THE LIGHT
AND BEARJT FORTH”

The gaunileiis alw=ys wown.---we face many challenges in what
seems'to-te an eves aarker and perverse world. Surely we can have
no zieater guicance than the HOLY GOSPELS on which we were
alighligatec -- and the SOLEMN CHARGE of our HEAVENLY
CAPTAIN 1=scorded by the blessed APOSTLE MATTHEW ---

“Let Your Light So Shine Before Men That They May See Your
Good Works and Glorify Your Father Which Is In Heaven”



